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VBA STEM Today 
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  What happens in a 
child’s life when parents 
don’t lead? 
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 What happens in a child’s life when parents don’t lead? 

Middle schoolers don’t just need love — they need direction. 

When there isn’t clear leadership at home, a few predictable things happen: 

1. Someone else becomes the leader 

Kids will always follow something: 

• friends 

• social media 

• video games 

• trends 

• the loudest kid in class 

If parents don’t guide the path, the world will. 

And the world rarely leads them toward discipline, education, or long-term goals. 

2. Decision-making skills don’t develop 

Middle school is when the brain is learning: 

• responsibility 

• time management 

• grit 
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• how to push through hard things 

Without structure, kids choose the easiest option: 

   “I’ll do it later” 

   “School doesn’t matter” 

   “This is too hard” 

Over time, that becomes a habit. 

3. Confidence drops 

Kids secretly think: 

“If nobody is guiding me… maybe I’m not important.” 

Parental leadership communicates: 

   “You matter. Your future matters. I’m invested.” 

Without that message, motivation fades. 

 

    Why students get left behind (especially in STEM) 

STEM isn’t like other subjects. 

It builds like stairs. 

Miss one step → everything after feels impossible. 

Here’s what happens: 

  Math gaps stack fast 

• Miss fractions → algebra feels impossible 

• Miss algebra → coding feels impossible 

• Miss problem solving → engineering feels impossible 

So students think: 

   “I’m just not a math kid.” 

But really… 

   They missed support at key moments. 

  STEM requires extra exposure 
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Most kids don’t “discover” STEM on their own. 

They need: 

• someone signing them up 

• someone encouraging them 

• someone pushing through frustration with them 

Without parent leadership: 

• no clubs 

• no programs 

• no mentors 

• no practice 

So other kids get ahead. 

And the gap widens. 

  Screens replace building 

Without guidance: 

• scrolling replaces learning 

• consuming replaces creating 

STEM kids build. 

Unguided kids mostly watch. 

Big difference. 

 

  The truth middle school teachers see every day 

This might sound blunt, but it’s real: 

The kids who win usually have a parent behind them. 

Not necessarily rich. 

Not necessarily experts. 

Not perfect. 

Just present. 

Just consistent. 

Just leading. 
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        What parents can do to start leading (starting today) 

Good news: you don’t need a degree or money. 

You just need intention. 

Here’s the simple playbook: 

 

   1. Set clear expectations 

Kids relax when boundaries are clear. 

Try: 

• Homework before screens 

• Reading or learning time daily 

• Bedtime routine 

• Grades matter 

Say it out loud: 

   “In this house, we work hard and we finish what we start.” 

 

   2. Be visibly involved 

Middle schoolers act independent… but still crave guidance. 

Do this: 

• Check homework 

• Ask what they learned today 

• Attend school events 

• Email teachers 

• Know their friends 

Presence = power 

 

   3. Create STEM exposure at home 
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You don’t need fancy stuff. 

Simple works: 

• building kits 

• coding apps 

• robotics clubs 

• science videos 

• fixing things together 

• cooking (math + chemistry!) 

• programs like Tech Rangers        

Make learning normal and fun. 

 

   4. Normalize struggle 

STEM is hard. That’s normal. 

Instead of: 

  “Maybe this isn’t for you” 

Say: 

   “Hard means your brain is growing.” 

Teach grit > talent. 

 

   5. Model leadership 

Kids copy what they see. 

If they see: 

• you reading 

• you learning 

• you solving problems 

• you showing discipline 

They mirror it. 

Leadership is caught more than taught. 
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       Bottom line 

When parents don’t lead: 

   kids drift. 

When parents lead: 

   kids rise. 

Not because they’re smarter. 

Because someone showed them the path. 

And honestly? 

Middle school is the last easy window to redirect their future. 

After that, it gets harder. 


